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About this document 
 
This file contains both instructions for creating your chapter’s petition to join as a 
member chapter of National Alpha Lambda Delta, and samples from actual 
petitions submitted to National ALD by several institutions.  You should feel free to 
use any parts of this document in your own petition. 
 
In this document, pages containing instructions from National Alpha Lambda Delta 
will be printed using the Arial typeface (like this paragraph) and will be headed with 
the word “Instructions.” 
 
Pages containing examples from actual petitions submitted to the Society will be printed 

using the Times New Roman typeface (like this paragraph) and will be headed with the 

word “Sample.” 

 
Overview of the 3-step process: 
 

 Document Institutional Characteristics 
 

 Form a local organization and document that process 
 

 Collect letters of support (President of institution, office that will provide 
advisor, etc.)



Instructions 

PART I: The Institutional Characteristics (limit to three pages) 

Describes the institutional characteristics of the petitioning institution. 

 

A. Name of the institution and the complete mailing address (including city, state, and zip 

 code) of the institution. 

 

B. Brief history or background of the institution, including its major emphases, types of 

degrees granted, enrollment statistics, academic programs available, etc. 

 

C. Accreditation, including the name of the regional accrediting agency and other 

professional accreditations held. 

 

D. A description of the grading system. 

 

E. Enrollment statistics for the immediate past three years for:  

1) Total fall enrollment of the institution, and 

2) Number of freshmen enrolled. 

 

F. A listing of the names of each of the other national honor and recognition societies on 

campus. 

 
  ' 

 

Items A through D can be found in the catalogue. The enrollment statistics can be 

obtained from the Admissions Office or the Office of Institutional Research or the 

Registrar. Item F can usually be found in the catalogue or through the Office of Student 

Activities or Campus Life. 

 

Please see the examples on the following pages. 
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Part I – Institutional Characteristics        

 

Name of Institution and Complete Mailing Address 

West Virginia University  

82 Boreman North  

Morgantown, WV 26506 

Brief History 

Established in 1867, West Virginia University is the state's only research, doctoral 

degree granting, and land-grant university. WVU provides high-quality programs of 

instruction, offering 168 degree programs at the undergraduate, graduate, and first-

professional levels, including the state's only law school. WVU fosters basic and applied 

research and scholarship, and engages in and encourages other creative and artistic work. 

A wide range of health science programs are taught at the WVU Robert C. Byrd Health 

Sciences Center through schools of medicine, dentistry, nursing, and pharmacy, including 

allied health programs and graduate programs in basic health sciences.  

WVU combines the breadth of academic opportunities offered by a major 

research institution with the atmosphere of a small school. The undergraduate 

student/faculty ratio is 18:1. Enrollment in one of the University's 13 colleges and 

schools offers students the warmth and friendliness of a small academic community. The 

University encourages diversity and promotes social justice in all of its activities. 

Only 10 other state universities share WVU’s complex mission as a land-grant 

research-oriented, public university with a comprehensive health sciences center. The 

term "land-grant" derives from the Congressional Act of 1862 that gave federally owned 

land to each state, to be sold for funds to establish colleges offering programs in 

agriculture and engineering. Since its founding in 1867, WVU has developed into the 

center of graduate and professional education, research, and extension programs in West 

Virginia. Coal and energy are a major focus of University research. 

WVU campuses combine traditional and modern architectural styles; nine full 

buildings, a portion of White Hall on the downtown campus and two buildings at 

Coopers Rock are listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Many of these 

original buildings, including Stalnaker Hall, have been restored and renovated. 

Current library holdings include 1.4 million volumes, 2.3 million microfilms, 

7,905 subscriptions, 20,482 1inear feet archival materials (more than 5 million items), 

42,040 audiovisuals, and various electronic databases. All libraries are automated with 

the Voyager System. . 

WVU programs and services are accessible throughout West Virginia. Regional 

campuses include West Virginia University at Parkersburg, Potomac State College of 

West Virginia University, and West Virginia University Institute of Technology. WVU 

operates the Charleston Division of the Robert C. Byrd Health Sciences Center and the 

Wheeling Division of the School of Medicine. In addition, there are six Extended 

Learning Regional Centers at Charleston, Clarksburg, Parkersburg, Potomac State 

College, Shepherd College, and West Liberty State College. 

WVU operates eight experimental farms in Hardy, Jefferson, Monongalia, 

Monroe, and Preston counties; five experimental forests in Monongalia, Preston, 
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Randolph, and Wetzel counties; a geology camp in Greenbrier County; and the state 4-H 

Camp and a museum of mid-l 9th century life at Jackson's Mill. 

 

West Virginia University is affiliated with, through accreditation, approval or 

membership in the organizations listed below: 

 

North Central Association of Colleges and Schools 

Society of Landscape Architecture 

Society of American Foresters 

Society of Wood Science and Technology 

National Recreation and Parks Association 

National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education 

Interior Design by the Foundation for Interior Design Education Research 

American Dietetic Association 

The International Association for Management Education 

National Association of Schools of Theatre 

U.S. Department of Education and the Council of Postsecondary Accreditation 

Engineering Accreditation Commission 

American Speech-Language-Hearing Association 

Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education 

Council of Collegiate Nursing Education 

 

Grading Systems 

 

The following is the grading and grade point system at WVU: 

 

A  Excellent (given only to 'students of superior ability and attainment) 

B Good (given only to students who are well above average, but not in the highest 

group) 

C  Fair (average for undergraduate students) 

D Poor but passing (cannot be counted for graduate credit) 

F Failure 

I Incomplete 

W  Withdrawal from a course before the date specified in the University Calendar  

WU  Withdrawal from the University doing unsatisfactory work 

P Pass (pass-Fail grading) 

X Auditor, no grade and no credit 

CR  Credit but no grade 

PR  Progress, final grade at end of the second semester 

S Satisfactory 

U Unsatisfactory (equivalent to F) 

H  Honors Course (medical school courses only) 

INC  Permanent incomplete 

IN  Incomplete grade not removed by next regular term (computer as F) 

UF Unforgivable F (not eligible for D/F repeat policy) 
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A=4  B=3  C=2  D=l  F=O  1=0  U=O 

 

The Grade Point Average is computed on all work for which you registered, with 

the following exceptions: 

  Courses with a grade of W, WU, P, S, and X carry no grade value. The 

grade of incomplete (I) initially carries no grade value. 

   The grade of I is given when the instructor of the course believes that the 

work is unavoidably incomplete or that an additional examination is 

justified. To remove the grade of I, you do not register for the course 

again; instead, you arrange to submit incomplete or supplemental work to 

the original instructor of the course. When you receive the grade of I and 

later remove the incomplete grade, the grade point average is calculated 

on the basis of the new grade. If you do not remove the I grade within the 

next semester in which you are enrolled, the grade of I is treated as an F 

(failure). The Academic Standards Committee of the appropriate college 

or school may allow you to postpone removal of the I grade if you can 

justify a delay. 

   If you are working toward teacher certification, you are responsible for 

every registration in a course in which the grade of A, B, C, D, F, WU, P, 

X, or I is received. 

 

Last Three Years Enrollment Figures 

 
Fall 2002  Total headcount = 23,492 1st Time Freshmen = 3,978 

Fall 2001  Total headcount = 22,774 1st Time Freshmen = 2,661 

Fall 2000 Total headcount = 21,987 1st Time Freshmen = 3,540 

 

Other National Honor and Recognition Societies 

 

Alpha Epsilon Delta 

Chi Epsilon Civil Engineering 

Delta Sigma Pi 

Eta Kappa Nu 

Gamma Beta Phi 

Golden Key National Honorary 

Mortar Board 

Mu Tau (Medical Technology) 

Omega Chi Epsilon (Chemical Engineering)  

Order of Omega (Fraternity and Sorority)  

Phi Alpha Theta (History)
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Part I – Institutional Characteristics 

 

Name of Institution and Complete Mailing Address 

 

The University of Texas Pan American  

1201 West University Drive  

Edinburg, Texas 78539-2999 

 

Brief History 

 

The University of Texas Pan American opened it doors on September 9, 1927, as 

Edinburg College, a community college created by the Edinburg School District. A 

faculty of 30 teachers was hired. The University of Texas Pan American was born. 

 

Even though it was established as a community college, the institution's view has always 

been much broader; a school not just for the Edinburg School District but for the entire 

Lower Rio Grande. For the period of the first three years, enrollment increased to about 

250 students and 35 graduates per year. 

 

In 1933, the college name changed to Edinburg Junior College, where only two years of 

coursework were offered. In 1952, the name changed again to Pan American College. At 

this time, third and fourth year level classes were added, expanding the college. By 1960, 

six new facilities (a new Library, the Engineering Building, the College Center, the 

Orville I. Cox Tennis Courts, the Observatory, and the baseball field) were functional. On 

September 1, 1963, Pan American College legally became a part of the Texas System of 

College and Universities and two years later (1965) officially became the 22nd state-

supported senior institution in Texas. 

 

The period of growth for Pan American College came in the 1970's. In 1971, the name of 

the University changed once again from Pan American College to Pan American 

University. In 1968, four schools were created from what had been three academic 

divisions. In 1972, the School of Humanities and Social Studies split to become the 

School of Humanities and the School of Social Science. A year later the Division of 

Health Related Professions was created. During the 1980’s, the College of Arts and 

Sciences was created from a merger of the Schools of Social Sciences, Humanities, 

Science, and Mathematics. 

 

On September 1, 1989, Pan American University officially became The University of 

Texas-Pan American. In the fall of 1993, the Division of Health Related Professions 

became the School of Health Sciences. In 1994, the THECB approved UTPA's first 

doctoral degree, a PhD program in International Business, and later in 1998, a second 

doctoral program was approved, an Ed.D. in Educational Leadership. Currently, the 

university offers 55 Bachelor's degrees, 41 Master's degrees, and 3 Doctorate. UTPA 

caters to 14, 300 students. 

 

- 
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The University of Texas Pan American continues to grow and expand its influence in the 

lower Rio Grande and the state of Texas. The university's continuing efforts to improve the 

quality of education and learning has built its current status as a nationally recognized 

school of learning. 

 

The University of Texas Pan American is affiliated with, through accreditation, 

approval, or membership in the organizations listed below: 

 

 Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools to 

award bachelor's, master's, and doctoral degrees (Level V) 

 

      Program accreditations 

 

 American Assembly of Collegiate Schools of Business- the International 

Association for Management Education 

 Association for Management Education 

 The Council on Rehabilitation 

 National Association of Schools of Theatre 

 The Council on Social Work Education 

 American Dietetic Association 

 Board of Nurse Examiners for the State of Texas 

 The National League for Nursing 

 National Accrediting Agency for Clinical Laboratory Sciences  

 American Speech-Language-Hearing Association 

 Engineering Accreditation Commission of the Accreditation Board for 

Engineering and Technology 

 American Association of State Colleges and Universities 

 American Council on Education 

 American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education 

 Council for Advancement and Support of Education 

 Council of Graduate Schools 

 Conference of Southern Graduate Schools 

 Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities 

 Association for Continuing Higher Education 

 

Grading Systems 

 

The following is the grading and grade point system at UTP A: 

 

Letter grade    Description   Points per Semester Hour 

A    The highest grade   4.0 

B     Good     3.0 

C     Satisfactory    2.0 

D     Below Average   1.0 

F    Failure     0.0 
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DP     Drop Passing    - 

DF     Drop Failing    0.0 

W    Withdrawal    - 

WP     Withdrawal Passing   - 

WF    Withdrawal Failing   0.0 
 

Grade-Point Average 

A student is considered in good standing with The University of Texas-Pan American 

with a cumulative GPA of 2.00 or above (1.70 in case of Freshmen or 1.80 in case of 

Sophomores). While a grade of "D" is considered passing in a subject, an overall average 

of "C," which corresponds to a grade point average of 2.0, must be maintained by the 

student if the student expects to graduate. In addition, UT Pan American has certain 

specific grade requirements. The grade point average is computed by dividing the total 

grade points earned by the total hours attempted. The Cumulative Grade Point 

Average is calculated using all coursework (excluding repeated coursework) attempted. 

 

Last three years enrollment figures 

 

Fall 2001 - Total: 13,641 Freshmen: 4,029 (Entering Freshmen: 2,235)  

Fall 2000 - Total: 12,760 Freshmen: 3,644 (Entering Freshmen: 1,883)  

Fall 1999 - Total: 12,571 Freshmen: 3,566 (Entering Freshmen: 1,880) 

 

Listing of other UTPA Honor Societies and their date of establishment: 

 

Name of Honor Society        Date of Establishment 

Engineering Honor Society    28-Sep-1995 

Golden Key International Honor Society   20-May-2002 

Kappa Delta Pi     2-0ct-1998 

Phi Kappa Phi     N/A 

Phi Theta Kappa     29-Jun-2001 

Psi Chi     10-Nov-1981



Instructions 

PART II:   The Petitioning Honor Society 

 

Before petitioning, the local organization should be formed. Students who meet the Alpha 

Lambda Delta eligibility requirements of 3.5 (on a 4.0=A scale) average for the first term 

or cumulatively for the total first year of college while carrying a full-time academic load 

(12 to 15 hours or more) and are in the top 20% of their class should be invited to become 

charter members. See sample letter of invitation. If a chapter of Alpha Lambda Delta is 

installed, all members of the local organization, regardless of class rank, may be installed 

as charter members. 

 

At the first meeting of interested students, conduct some ice breakers so that students 

get to know one another. Explain the purpose of Alpha Lambda Delta, the one time 

national membership dues of $25 plus local dues (recommendation - $5 to $20 for use 

by the local chapter), and the benefits of honor society membership. Elect some officers 

(President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, Editor, and Historian) and ask those 

students to write a constitution. 

 

The local group should apply for recognition on the local campus by following whatever 

institutional procedure there is for honor societies. The local group may opt to do some 

service projects. After the local campus registration or recognition, the group is ready to 

complete the national petition. 

 

Petition for Charter 

 

A. A brief history of the local organization petitioning Alpha Lambda Delta. This should 

include the description of the projects undertaken by the local group, its reasons for 

desiring affiliation with Alpha Lambda Delta, the sources for financial support for the 

organization (i.e. local dues, fundraisers, institutional support, etc.). 

 

B. The academic criteria for eligibility used by the local group as grade point based on a 

grading system of highest grade to lowest grade. 

 

C. Verification that the chapter will be able to continue to secure student grades. This can 

be a statement by the registrar or chief academic officer. 

 

D. List the number of students eligible for local honor society and the number accepting 

membership in the local society for the period of time the local group has existed or the 

past three years. 

 

E. Attach the signatures of at least 30 students who are already members of the local 

honor group and who wish to become members of Alpha Lambda Delta. Add to this list 

the signatures, addresses, telephone numbers, and e-mail addresses of the faculty 

advisor and administrative advisor. 

 

F.  Include a copy of the constitution of the local honor society.
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Part II - The Petitioning Honor Society 

 

Brief History of Lambda Delta 

 

The University of Texas-Pan American chapter of Lambda Delta began in the 

spring of 2001 with 8 members. Since then membership has risen to 36 inducted 

members. During the first year of Lambda Delta, the organization's focus was on 

establishing Lambda Delta's constitution and organizational structure. During the fall of 

2001, the constitution was completed and Lambda Delta began participating in 

community service with a Beach Clean-up at South Padre Island, TX. Another induction 

ceremony was held in December 2001 to welcome new members into Lambda Delta. 

 

In the spring of 2002, Lambda Delta's participation in community service and university 

activities expanded. Lambda Delta participated in events such as the renovation of the Discovery 

Pavilion at the McAllen International Museum, UTPA Parent-Child Day picnic, and the bi-annual 

South Padre Island Beach Clean-Up. Currently, Lambda Delta actively participates in Beach 

Clean-Ups, the City of McAllen Adopt-A-Park project, yearly clothes drives, and the H-E-B 

annual Thanksgiving Feast of Sharing, as well as numerous events on campus. 

 

Lambda Delta is funded through fundraisers, and financial support from the Office of 

Student Life and Transitional Services at The University of Texas Pan American. 

 

Lambda Delta wishes to affiliate with Alpha Lambda Delta, because of the prestige and 

acknowledgment of being a part of such a nationally recognized honor society. Lambda Delta is 

filled with members who wish to excel in their academic careers and being part of Alpha Lambda 

Delta can open doors to them through scholarships and recognition throughout their educational 

carriers. 

 

Academic Standard for eligibility 

Membership in the Society shall be based upon a minimum cumulative scholastic 3.50 grade 

point average by students during their first year in college. The student shall have no incompletes 

or failures. 

 

Verification to continue to secure grades 

The administrative advisor, Jeanette Broshears, has access to student records as advisor to 

the Lambda Delta organization and director of Student Life and Transitional Services at 

UTPA. 

 

Number of Students Eligible/Accept for Local Chapter membership 

Spring  2001 20 students eligible/ 10 students inducted* 

Fall 2001 137 students eligible/ 20 students inducted 

Spring  2002  146 students eligible/ 36 students inducted 
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Lambda Delta Freshman Honor Society 

Constitution 

 

Article I: Name and Insignia 

 

Section I. 

The name of this Honor Society shall be Lambda Delta until such time as it affiliates with 

National Alpha Lambda Delta. 

 

Section II. 

The colors shall be red, gold, and white. 

 

Section III. 

The pledge badge shall be composed of three ribbons: red on gold on white. 

 

Article II: Purpose 

 

The purpose of the Society shall be to encourage superior academic achievement among 

students in their first year in institutions of higher education, to promote intelligent living 

and a continued high standard of learning, and to assist students in recognizing and 

developing meaningful goals for their unique roles in Society. 

 

Article III: Organization 

 

The members of the Lambda Delta shall be those persons who have been duly initiated.  

There shall be no discrimination on account of race, creed, or sex in the initiation of those 

individual members. 

 

Bylaws 

 

Article I: Eligibility for Membership in the Society 

 

Section I. 

Membership in the Society shall be based upon superior academic attainment by students 

during their first year in college.  Advanced Placement credits earned prior to college will 

not be used to calculate eligibility for membership with Alpha Lambda Delta. 

 

Section II. 

The student must be registered for a course of study leading to a bachelor’s degree for an 

amount of work equal to a full load for one or more terms of the first year of study. 

 

Section III. 

The minimum cumulative scholastic grade point average required for a membership is 

3.50.  The student shall have no Incompletes or Failures. 
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Section IV. 

A member shall remain active for not less than one academic year. 

 

Section V. 

Upper class members of Lambda Delta may be members, but may not hold any office 

other than Junior and/or Senior Advisor. 

 

Article II: Honorary Members 

 

Members of the faculty, administration, or college community may be elected to 

honorary membership by the chapter with the approval of the Advisors. 

 

Article III: Initiation 

 

Members may be initiated after the first or second term of their freshman year, and/or the 

first term of their sophomore year, but before the end of their sophomore year. 

 

Article IV: Revenues 

 

The revenues of the Society shall be derived from dues, the amount per year to be 

determined by the majority vote of the Society. 

 

Article V: Officers 

 

The chapter officers shall be President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Editor, 

Senior or Junior Advisor or both, and Historian.  The duties of office shall be those 

described by Robert’s Rules of Order. 

 

Article VI: Meetings 

There shall be a minimum of three meetings per year, including initiation. 

 

Article VII: Amendments 

 

Section I. 

Amendments to these bylaws may be proposed by members of the Society and adopted 

by a two-thirds affirmative vote of the active membership of the Society. 

 

Section II. 

Changes in Membership, Article I, must be approved by the Advisors. 



Instructions 

PART III: Letters of Support 

 

A. A letter from the president of the institution indicating his or her endorsement 

of the petition and the willingness of the institution to provide supervision and support for 

the chapter. 

 

B. A letter of support and willingness of the institution to provide advisors for the 

future chapter from the Chief Academic or Student Affairs officer. 

 

C. A letter of support from the registrar or chief academic officer verifying that the 

chapter will be able to continue to secure student grades. 

 

 

Send one copy of completed petition to: 

 

National Alpha Lambda Delta  

P.O. Box 444 

Fairport, NY 14450 

 

Or you can email an electronic copy to: eileen@nationalald.org 

 

 

Petitions will be reviewed promptly by the Expansion Committee. The petitioning process 

for acceptance normally takes about three (3) weeks. Chapters will be notified of the action 

taken.
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